      A Student Story (Video 7)

      >> REYNOLDS: Hi.  I'm Sharon Reynolds, the curriculum and training

      specialist for the Central Southeast ABLE Resource Center at Ohio

      University in Athens.

      And with me today is Marshall Adkins from Shawnee State University

      ABLE program.

      He's going to speak to us today and give us a learner's perspective on

      learning disabilities.

      Marshall, why don't you start out by telling us how you came to

      understand that you have a learning disability.

      >> ADKINS: Okay.

      When I was very young I really didn't know.

      It was -- as time went on I saw that other children were learning to

      read and do math and things that I really had a big problem with.

      I couldn't understand how they could do it.

      And I thought maybe there was a secret or something that I was

      overlooking.

      I didn't know I really had a problem.

      And I kind of kept it to myself, but I kept trying, and as time went

      on I noticed they were getting better and better and better and I was

      where I had started.

      I still could not read.

      And so it was frustrating, went on and on for years.

      I never passed a grade in school in my life, never.

      I was promoted due to age every class.

      And I was labeled dummy or stupid, you know, and when I would go to

      the next class, next grade, I was already marked, and the teachers

      would sit me in the back of the room and tell me not to disturb the

      class, and lay your head down, color, do something, but don't disturb

      the class.

      So I got used to that.

      I went right on through school like that.

      I got a job early on.

      I quit school in the eighth grade and I got a job and I worked hard.

      I worked harder than anyone else.

      I wanted to be something, even though I didn't have an education.

      And so I've always had jobs, been able to work, and a lot of times had

      two jobs.

      And when I was 20 years old I met my wife, Linda, and we got married,

      and she knew that -- she said she knew she had something here, but I

      didn't, so she had a lot of faith in me, so she was trying to figure

      out why I had this problem when I seemed to be very intelligent to

      her.

      I could fix things.

      I could do things.

      Anything I saw repaired, or anything I saw did with wood or anything,

      carpentry, I could do anything I saw.

      So she decided that she was going to bring me out of this.

      So she purchased some first grade books with big words and helped

      me -- tried to help me learn to read.

      And in the process she had tried many, many things, but one day she

      came up with the idea that she cut a little slot in a card that was

      the same thickness of the words on the page, and I could slide that

      card along word per word and I could see -- finally I could see them

      and I could make words out of these letters.

      And so I learned to read.

      And I can read.

      I can read well.

      But I'm very, very slow still yet today because I have dyslexia and I

      have another problem about my focus in my eyes.

      I don't really know what that exactly is.

      But I can read Shakespeare.

      I can read anything.

      But I'm extremely slow.

      As time goes on I'm going to continue to read, but I don't seem to be

      getting any faster.

      I don't know that that will ever happen.

      But I do love to read.

      And but I was diagnosed when my son was 14 years old, I knew he had

      some kind of problem that I had.

      I didn't know what it was.

      Back then they didn't even know what dyslexia was, when I was young.

      So we had my son tested and they said he has dyslexia.

      And I said I have a problem also, and they said lots of times it does

      run in a family.

      So they tested me, and sure enough I had dyslexia.

      Finally I could label my problem and I felt comfortable that I had

      something wrong that wasn't of my own stupidity or not trying.

      It was something that I could not help, but I knew I could manage it

      once I knew what it was.

      I could face it.

      But many, many years I went on -- I worked on jobs where you had to

      have a high school diploma, and I was never questioned about that,

      because people thought -- they naturally assumed that I had an

      education because I come off that way.

      I became a very good actor.

      And I could convince people that I was intelligent.

      And so I -- I told my children when they were young, I said when I

      retire I'm going to get my high school diploma.

      And this wasn't an idle threat.

      It was a promise.

      And so I had 16 years in with the state and 28 years Social Security

      retirement, so I retired at age 60, and I went -- the first week that

      I retired I went down to Shawnee State University and signed up for

      their GED class, their adult basic education.

      I failed my first test, GED, after three months.

      I went another three months and every day when I would look forward to

      going to school the next day because the teachers, they were superb.

      They were beautiful people.

      They gave me a lot of confidence in myself.

      If I did something right I was praised.

      If I did something wrong I was not put down.

      They made me feel very, very comfortable.

      The teachers I had in school didn't want to be bothered.

      This made a huge difference.

      I wanted to go to school every day.

      And my wife would let me.

      And then I would come home and I was so into learning, because I

      wanted my teachers to say something nice about me the next day that I

      would study two or three hours after school at home in my bedroom

      where it was quiet, and my wife would let me.

      She'd take care of the children.

      And so after six months of going to school I took my test again and I

      did so well that I surprised myself even.

      I made it on the National Honor Society.

      >>REYNOLDS: Congratulations

      >>ADKINS:  And I would have never dreamed of ever even passing a

      grade, let alone be on the honor society, but it's all due to the

      attention I got from the teachers and letting me know every step I did

      right was right, and not criticized for anything that I made a mistake

      at.

      They supported me 1,000 percent.

      And if I could advise anybody, no matter what the age or anything

      else, I didn't need an education now.

      I was retired.

      I had a fairly good income.

      But inside I had a void that could not be filled.

      And it is filled.

      And I'm running over with it.

      I love it.

      And if anybody, no matter what the age, has the opportunity to get

      their GED or to get a better education, no matter -- if they have a

      high school education, go to college, do something to fulfill what you

      are able to do.

      And everybody has it in them to be able to do better the next day than

      they did the day before

      >> REYNOLDS: Do you have any specific strategies or techniques that

      teachers used with you in the classroom that you can recommend for our

      ABLE instructors?

      >> ADKINS: Yes.

      Definitely.

      I had several of the teachers, especially one called Jenny Richards, I

      hope I'm allowed to say her name, she was a very good teacher, that

      looked at me in the classroom -- when I first went in I sat in the

      back of the classroom like I always did in school.

      And Jenny noticed that I was sitting back there and told me to come

      forward, sit with the rest of the class.

      And it wasn't ten, 15 minutes maybe she came back to my table and

      asked me, said, "Are you comfortable?  I see this look on your face. "

      And I said, "Yeah, I'm comfortable."

      And she said, "Could I talk to you after class? "

      She had saw something that told her I was not getting what they were

      teaching.

      And so I think paying attention to your -- not just teaching, but

      noticing what the students are -- she said it was like a question mark

      right on my face.

      I lost it.

      And that was a big help right there.

      I really felt comfortable then that she was paying attention to me and

      that there was a problem.

      And many times through the first three months that I was in class she

      would come back to me at the time I had a problem because she could

      see that I was struggling.

      She was paying a lot of attention.

      And she would praise me.

      So I would say the two biggest things was paying attention and seeing

      that I had a problem, because we don't want to admit it readily when

      we have never admitted it, and praising me when I did something right

      or letting me know that I was going in the right direction or doing

      something right.

      Rather than try to tell me no, that's wrong, do it this way or

      something, she would come and work with me one on one.

      She did all of her students this way.

      And if students in school were taught like they are in the ABLE

      program, I'm sure we would have fantastic schools.

      I don't know that they can do that, because it's a lot of personal

      attention, but I think that's the secret, the personal attention and

      letting a child know that they're okay.

      They're going to be all right.

      >> REYNOLDS: Wonderful.  Is there any other advice that you'd like

      to give ABLE instructors?

      >> ADKINS: No.

      I think they do a wonderful job, a wonderful job

      >> REYNOLDS: Okay.

      Well, thank you, Marshall.

      It's a lot of great advice and words for us to hear in the ABLE

      program.

      Thank you for sharing your story with us

      >> ADKINS: Thank you, Sharon.

      And thank ABLE.

