      ABLE Introduction Video
      POTTMEYER:  Hello.

      I'm Denise Pottmeyer, state ABLE director for Ohio.

      On behalf of the Ohio Department of Education's Office of Adult Basic

      and Literacy Education, I'd like to welcome you to the first of a

      series of training videos designed to assist ABLE administrators,

      instructors, and support staff in understanding learning disabilities

      so that you may provide the best services to your students.

      There are eight training videos in this series on learning

      disabilities, which cover an understanding of what learning

      disabilities are,  the laws that protect people with disabilities, the

      process for identifying students with learning disabilities, and

      appropriate screening instruments, how to plan lessons, addressing

      student goals and  learning strengths, incorporating classroom

      adaptations and accommodation in your classroom, providing

      LD-appropriate instruction, issues to consider in dealing with ESOL

      students and, finally, learner perspectives.

      After viewing all of the training videos and completing the necessary

      assignments for each video, ABLE staff are required to attend LDS 202

      in order to complete the learning disability professional development

      requirements.

      Why do we need to address learning disabilities?

      Research from the National Institute for Literacy estimates that 50

      percent of adult students that we serve in our programs have learning

      disabilities and are often undiagnosed.

      For many years Ohio ABLE has been involved in special projects that

      address learning disabilities.

      Now we feel it is important that all ABLE staff be informed about

      learning disabilities and all ABLE programs build the supports

      necessary to serve students with learning disabilities.

      All programs are legally required to provide equal access to ABLE

      services for students with learning disabilities.

      ABLE is committed to providing the necessary professional development

      that will help teachers meet the needs of our students so that they

      can make progress and achieve their goals.

      If you have any questions after viewing and completing these video

      training series, please contact your Ohio Department of Education

      regional consultants.

      I would like to thank you for your role in helping us with this

      important issue.

