Ohio ABLE Special Needs Steering Committee
Minutes
September 7, 2010
Attendees: Jennifer Radt, Judy Franks, Connie Zang, Sharon Reynolds, Karen Scheid, Connie Leading, Dee Dee Meringleo-Dirksen
Introductions

· New Member: Jennifer Radt, Director of Disability Services, Univ. of Cinncy - Clermont

Updates from RC:
· Sharon provided update on ABLE membership in AccessTextNetwork. Karen wants to put something on Wiggio and Friday Facts. 
· Discussion on Summary of Performance – Jennifer will look into a good model for Summary of Performance that will be useful  to both ABLE and Community Colleges.
· The Ohio AHEAD Conference at Kent State, will be October 29 10:00-4:00pm. Jane Jarrow is the morning speaker. The afternoon session will be on college students intellectual disabilities. 
· Great Expectations – Making the Transitions to Higher Education conference will be held on November 5. 8:30 – 3:15pm. Kathy Paedus, Northern Kentucky University, will talk about transition issues. In depth – IDEA and ADA, Assistive Tech., Psych Disabilities, Self-Advocacy, Voc Rehab., Parent panel (afternoon).  Registration is $45 which will be covered by the C/SE RC for SNSC committee members. 

· Sharon gave an update on the planned revision of the ABLE Provider directory. Jennifer will send link of her providers. 

OBR Updates:

· Karen gave update on Developmental Education Initiative (DEI). Branch campuses and ABLE programs will meet at OBR in end of October. 

· Karen provided update on ABLE/Branch campus partnerships. They are looking at placement scores for upper and lower limit. They are also trying to look at instructional models. 
· Lynn shared about a program in health career training. www.exceptionalnurses.com 
· Discussion around study skills and organizational skills. 

· Mike Kinney, from BVR Ohio might be a good addition to the OIPLD or the SNSC.

Symposium Panel – Thoughts
· Sharon showed the panel of student speakers form the Literacy Center symposium. 

· Listen to students. Ask what they need. But students need to know what they need. Parents are very involved in high school. ABLE can be the place where students learn to communicate about their strengths and challenges. 

· Focus on the assets. 

· Addressed family contribution.

· Each had mentors. 

· Other people believed in them which helped them to decide to invest in themselves. 

Community/4yr College – Disability Services Survey (distributed in first week in December)
· Through which office are services for students with disabilities provided?

· Contact information

· website

· Largest disability group on campus  - ranking 

· How many people work in the DSS office? 
· How many credits can students earn before they must matriculate into a degree program?

· What accommodations are provided?
· mentoring (student mentors) 

· tutoring?

· Who does the tutoring? 
· Are they trained to work with students with disabilities?

· specific for students with disabilities?

· study skills classes?

· specific for students with disabilities? 

· note-takers

· specialized services – 

· academic coaching?

· success coaching?

· adaptive technology

· is screening conducted?

· Is there an orientation specific for students with disabilities? 

· Describe how a student accesses services through Disability Services on your campus.

· Contact DS office

· Set up appointment with DS office

· Provide documentation

· Decide on accommodations

· Pick up accommodation letter each quarter

· Provide accommodation letter to faculty

· How do you communicate with the ABLE programs in your area?

· What documentation is required to access services and accommodations?
· Is Summary of Performance accepted as documentation?

· Is diagnostic testing available? If so – how much does it cost? Who conducts it?
· What academic and social skills are necessary/expected for success in post-secondary?

· Number of students served by DS?
· What types of assistive technology are available?

· What other supportive services are available? 

· Are you participating in the ABLE-Community College Partnership Pilot? If so, how will you address the needs of students with disabilities?

· What professional development do you offer to faculty on working with students with disabilities?

ABLE Survey

· What screenings are offered in your program?

· What documentation for disability services is required for the colleges in your local community? 

· Describe how you have established connections/relationships with the disability service provider in your local community college?

· What types of college-readiness skills are being taught?

· What types of assistive technology are available in your program?
· Are you participating in the ABLE-Community College Partnership Pilot? If so, how will you address the needs of students with disabilities?

· What services are you providing to students with disabilities to prepare them for college?

· Give an example of how you talk to/consistently instill/lifelong learning to students about educational opportunities after ABLE? 

· How are study skills incorporated into your coursework?

· How do you help students gain understanding of their strengths and weaknesses? 

· Which of the following do you teach– check:

· Note-taking

· Reading textbooks

· Previewing

· Activating prior knowledge

· Checking for understanding

· Self-questioning

· Summarizing

· homework

· Using a syllabus

· managed enrollment

· class presentations

· research project

· college writing

· timing
