Special Needs Steering Committee

September 11, 2009

Minutes:

Attending: MB Totten, Judy Franks, Karen Scheid, Lynn Cook, Connie Leading, Connie Zang, Sharon Reynolds

Called meeting to order at 10:15am. 

1. Presentation from Connie Zang. Director of Disability Services, ADA Coordinator, Director of Counseling Services, for OSU-Newark, and COTC

a. She passed out fact sheet. Students here have to self-identify if they want accommodations. 

b. What do students need to know about disability services at OSU Newark/COTC?

i. Many do not self identify and are struggling to get through college without support. If the disability is a learning disability and the student is newly out of HS, the DS office wants the Multi-Factor Evaluation (MFE) and Individualized Education Plan (IEP). The IEP does not follow them to college. Many students believe it does.

ii. Accommodations needs can change based on how students learn to accommodate for themselves. 

iii. Students need to have paperwork that is current in the last 3 years.

c. Services offered to students through OSU/COTC: 

i. Nationally accredited program tutoring program open to ALL students for 2 hours per subject per week. Connie trains peer and professional tutors. 

ii. Learning Skills Specialist --open for all 

iii. Freshman Course  --offered by both colleges.

iv. Math labs available drop in for all students

v. OSU has a writing lab and COTC is developing a writing lab

vi. Career and Experiential Learning Specialist – works with resume building and scholarship letters

vii. Mental Health counselor who is also the ADHD coach who work with time management
viii. Will be hiring a part-time counselor  - need someone well-versed in Veteran issues

d. In what areas do students struggle? 

i. Connie references the “Do It” Program – from Washington State. 


ii. Poor study skills

iii. Inadequate academic preparation

1. Open Enrollment contributes to this problem– anyone can attempt 

2. COTC  -People with disabilities are taking remedial classes

iv. She is glad that ABLE is raising the bar (with increased rigor in the revised standards) – students need to have college prep classes to be ready for college work

e. How are Disability Services at OSU Newark/COTC structured and how they services provided? 

i. All expenses are cost-share between OSU and COTC (library, disability service etc.)

ii. 4500 total students enrolled at COTC and 2700 at OSU

f. What percentage of students enrolled at COTC have disabilities? 

i. 5% are identified  --  (225)

ii. perhaps another 2 -3% are unidentified (130)

iii. Students who come in with parents – typically don’t seek out services 

iv. Many have misperceptions that 2 year technical colleges don’t have rigorous academics and don’t need accommodations

g. Accommodations offered (also see handout):

i. OSU will not allow colored overlays

ii. Won’t allow music during testing 

iii. Do allow enlarged print, CCTV, colored paper, or on computers for essay exams.

iv. Captioning 

v. Adaptive Tech – Use WYNN (have license to have WYNN across campus), (ABLE lab has adaptive technology), Dragon Naturally Speaking

vi. Can put CCTC – text enlarger on thumb drive and students can take it with them. 

h. What are important factors for student success? 

i. Determination is KEY to success ….(share success stories – with students)
ii. She has wanted to start a mentoring program but has found it hard because students (mentors) are only here for two years

iii. Univ. of Dayton – signed contract with company in CA for coaching for all freshman (AHEAAD?) Lynn Cook will send us link

iv. Learn how to advocate – encourage students to talk about disabilities with ABLE instructors

v. Social Skills training for students/teachers

2. 2010 C/SE Priorities

a. Transitions for students with special needs

i. Symposium 2010 – August 20, 2010. Keynote Nancie Payne. Topic UDL and Transitions. Will be in Columbus. 

ii. Sharon showed the revisions to the LD Guide online. New sections on Assistive Technology, Transitions and UDL have been added. Will be ready by mid-October. 

iii. C/SE is working on the suggesting resources for the repository which can be viewed at http://mercury.educ.kent.edu/database/uso/resources_all_bytopic.cfm . She asked the members of this committee to also submit resources on transitions to the repository at the following link: repository@literacy.kent.edu
b. Instruction – Universal Design for Learning

i. The UDL framework is replacing our focus on LD. Trainings are being revised. 

ii. C/SE will be hosting the Learning to Achieve training in Ohio next year, sponsored by NIFL. http://www.nifl.gov/programs/learningtoachieve/learningtoachieve.html 

3. FUTURE MEETING ASSIGNMENT:

a. Ask programs to submit Learning Styles Inventories for SNSC for review. SNSC will review and recommend 3 for LD Policy and Planning Guide

b. Connie will bring recommendation from her learning specialist

c. Find a speaker who could talk about mentoring program (Kent State) or talk about Asperger’s Syndrome and transitions – Robert Glover (Kent State)  - tutors folks at KSU for next meeting. 

d. Next meeting at Kent State on November 20

4. Connie reported that she will be moving ahead with contacting psychologists from University of Toledo, Wright State, Kent State and Miami and to see if they can get on board with doing diagnostic testing for LD.  

a. Dr. VandeCreek will do a PP that will show the other schools how they do it. 

b. Connie will send us list of psychologists who do reduced fee diagnostic and we will check with them to see if they will offer this to ABLE students

Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm. 

Resources noted in meeting:

http://www.washington.edu/doit/ 
