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Adult Basic and Literacy Education




Special Needs Steering Committee
Kent State University
Minutes

11.23.09

Attending:  Judy Franks, Sharon Reynolds, MB Totten, Karen Scheid, Heidi Bauer, Carrie White
1. Judy presented on Mentoring program, called Peer to Peer. She facilitated an activity with quotes about success.  Heidi Bower talked about her experiences as a mentor. Currently there are 10 -15 mentors. Judy recommended  The Mentor’s Guide by Lois Zachary that has a 4-stage model of mentoring. They are putting a modular training curriculum online. 

2. Judy and Carrie presented on the GED Scholars program:

a. Started in 2002. Gave out 39 scholarships and laptops. 

b. It is funded with $15,000 from Dominion, plus $99,000 from TG Foundation. 

c. Carrie White is directing the GED Scholars program and provided an overview of the program. It serves as a support system for students on campus. They are a recruit GED students, via the ABLE programs to come to KSU through the Bridge Program. Once they have an interested student, they enter the student into the Bridges Program (prior to enrollment). This can happen concurrently with studying with the GED. Students must have a GED before entering the Bridges Program. The mentoring program can last as long as a student needs it.
i. They bridge 6-12 students per semester. 

ii. Most start out in developmental education courses. Ex: Core math – there are 4 developmental courses. Core math 3 and 4 count as credits towards graduation. College Writing 1 and 2 count towards graduation requirements. Stretch writing – does not count towards graduation. 

iii. There is a Study Skills workshop- within the Bridges program.  

iv. They also counsel students about other options (i.e. trade schools or community colleges). 

v. Some students don’t understand that they can go to college with a GED. 

d. KSU offers sliding scale diagnostic services at KSU for students with potential disabilities. 
e. They had services at regional branches, but now can no longer afford it. They are developing online modules. These will be on GED Scholars site – budgeting, financial aid, study strategies, writing, etc. These will support current students and ABLE students as well. 

f. They do not have access to much student information. They are trying to gain better access. They do keep matriculation data. 
g. Have an extensive listserv and communicate with students on campus through that. 
h. Lab hours with tutoring. Heidi is correlating hours spent in lab with academic success. Looking at what else is needed
3. Presentation by GED graduate and KSU student Robert Glover:  

a. Email: robert99582004@yahoo.com
b. Email: rglover@kent.edu
 (Video will be posted)
4. SNSC Transitions Work: 
a. Karen reported on Gates Foundation initiative. Chad Brown from Zane State may be willing to have a teacher involved Learning to Achieve. 

b. Encourage participation from Community Colleges – 

i. Professional Development on Transitions for Students with Special Needs
1. Webinar with Connie Zang

2.  (One-Day)Transitions Conference for Students with Disabilities (involve the Ohio Assoc. for Community College  - Ron Abrams in the lead)
a. What Do Adult Students with Special Needs Need to Know About Transitioning to PSE?

b. How can ABLE Staff assist adult students with special needs transition to post-secondary?
Areas of Focus:(examples of promising practices)
· Partnerships

· Personal (advocacy) – coaching, mentoring
· Policies

· Professional Development

3. Invited Guests at next SNSC meeting for a  Brainstorming Session (Teresa Prosser? Generosa Molina LCC? Chad Brown? Bev Moffet? Amy Doll? Ron Laughton Columbus State or Janet Rogers – Col. State, and someone from student services, OU- L First year person). Karen will contact these folks and invite them to participate. 
4. Potential organizational partnership with AHEAD and NCTN on next conference call
c. Discuss use of SOP for students with special needs to help them transition to PSE. 
d. Timeline: 
i. By June 2010 – 

1. SNSC will develop a plan for professional development around transitions for students with special needs

2. SNSC will complete a Gap analysis/needs assessment

ii. Week of March 8, 2010 – Special Needs Transitions Summit (larger group)
iii. Week of January 11, 2010 – Conf call. (just SNSC)
iv. Get additional ABLE people on SNSC
1. Jacquie McCoy?
2. Andrea Copestick?
3. Learning to Achieve participants?
Submitted by Sharon Reynolds 


