        Ohio ABLE Special Needs Steering Committee
January 29, 2010
Conference Call
2:00pm 
Minutes
Attendees: Sharon Reynolds, MB Hanna, Judy Franks, Karen Scheid, Robert Glover, Fran Holthaus, Connie Zang, Lynn Cook, Connie Leading
1. Introductions – welcome new member Robert Glover. 
2. Updates from Resource Center

a. New PD:  MB is updating LD 202 book to reflect Universal Design for Learning.  We will be offering a workshop on Multi – Sensory Instruction April 16, OU-Lancaster. 
b. Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Regional Institute: MB is working with a planning group in Ohio (WI, IN, MI, IL, OH) to bring it this regional conference to Ohio in 2012. The group had their first conference call last week. They are looking at possible locations. It would be good to have this associated with Fall Directors Meeting or NAASLN Regional Conference. No required timeframe. Karen suggested having it coincide with Spring Directors meeting. Possible areas of focus are on specific topics – interested in program development and program manager issues. Standards were also a hot topic. Aligning expectations of adult instructors in Adult Ed vs. expectations of college faculty. (send Kim Johnson article). Transitions and developmental education were also hot topics. Connie suggested partnering with RSC and Ohio AHEAD. 
c. COABE National Conference: 
The SNSC is well-represented at the COABE Conference this year.

MB –Presenting at UDL 
SR – Presenting on LD and also session on Special Needs 

FH – Presenting on Vision (RTI and UDL) 

CL – Presenting on GED Adaptations and Accommodations – Panel  - Al Toops will peak on TABE Accommodations, and Elaine Annadell  will present on WorkKeys Accommodations

LW – Presenting on Transitions/ PowerPath
d. NAASLN – 

i. Newsletter articles are needed. 
ii. Upcoming webinar with Helen Irlen. 
e. Learning to Achieve
i. So  far there are 12 or 13 participants so far. Amy Doll (RSC) and Linda Mauer (private consultant on AT) are attending. Generosa Molina Lopez and Chad Brown will each send 2 people. May 17 -21 in Columbus. 

ii. Train the Trainer model (instructors). 
f. Ohio Initiative for Persons with Learning Disabilities (OIPLD) – (Sharon will send copies of brochures to all members).  
g. NTARC  - Universal Design for Learning Workshop. Webinars.  Videoconference available for other TANF staff. Sometime in March or April. Will keep 
3. Updates from Ohio Board of Regents
a. Karen recently participated in a webcast called “Levering Federal Opportunities.” It focused on a piece of legislation called Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act, which the House has passed. It would take student loans out of the hands of banks and give loans directly to students. Obama mentioned it in State of the Union Address. One component is called “College Access and Completion Innovation Fund”. This part has a $600 million dollar fund – “to promote innovation to help student success and completion and transitions to post secondary for underrepresented groups - including students with disabilities and low-skilled workers.” Another part $900 million would go to community colleges, career-tech centers and 4yr colleges, as well as non-profits. If we start building bridges with community colleges – we might be in a position to be at the table to go for some of these funds.  Legislation is now in Senate – has not passed yet. It may not be available for another year. It is important to make connections and use expertise. 

b. OBR is looking at purchasing EMSI software for career planning for students, matching students skills with careers. It will include what training would be needed and where it could be found. Might be buying for each program. This is more powerful than OCIS. Still needs to include a counseling component. Much professional development will be needed. 
4. Transitions for Students with Special Needs Summit Planning Committee
a. Who: Cross systems: 

i. Generosa Molina 
ii. Chad Brown
iii. Connie Zang

iv. Amy Doll

v. Ohio AHEAD? 

vi. NADE – Ohio Chapter – David Reedy  - Rhodes State (officer) 
b. Monday, March 8 – planning meeting in Columbus 1:00pm. Fran would call in after 3:30pm. 
c. Connie Zang – Mentioned transitions Webinar – archive will be available on NIFL website. 
d. Robert Glover – perhaps have track on AT. He brought up need to provide technology skills and computers for ABLE classes. Also – students with learning disabilities - utilizing Dragon Naturally Speaking in college classes. 
e. Connie Zang:

i.  will check into OSU or CSCC to see if someone can present on this topic. What is the criteria at the college for use of adaptive technology at college?
ii. Will also check to see if an Ohio AHEAD rep can be on the planning committee. 
5. Please update SNSC roster and send to Sharon.

Submitted by Sharon Reynolds

